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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful 
improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 9, 14, 15, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 9, 14, 15, and 16 are directed to a 
processor and thus non-statutory subject matter. It seems as if the applicant intended a 
computer related claims. To be statutory computer related inventions need to be associated with 
a computer via the preamble of the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections 
under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(c) the invention was described in ( I i an application for patent, published under section I22l b), by another filed in the I niled States before 
the invention by the applicant lot patent or ( 2 I a [latent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the I "niled States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
Stales and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102 (e) as being anticipated by Ong (US 
6922786 B1). 

Consider claims 1, 9, 17, and 27, Ong clearly shows and discloses a method, an 
apparatus, and a system for tracking telecommunication services comprising: a network 
interface operable to receive a call, wherein the call includes a call identifier (col. 3, lines 40-42 
); a memory operable to store a filter list, wherein the filter list identifies filter statuses (filter 
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characteristics) associated with one or more call identifiers (col. 1, lines 51-55); a processor 
operable to determine a filter status of the call based on at least the filter list (col. 2, lines 45-53); 
a filter node operable to: receive a call, wherein the call includes a call identifier; determine a 
filter status of the call; and transmit a notification message (forwards packets) to a network 
node, wherein the notification message identifies the call identifier and the filter status of the call 
and wherein the notification message conforms to a protocol that primarily communicates 
tracking information(col. 3, lines 48-51) ; and a plurality of network nodes, each network node 
operable to receive the call and to take a filter action based on the filter status of the call (col. 4, 
lines 1-15). 

Consider claim 2, 10, and 18, Ong shows the method, the apparatus, and the system 
that further comprising receiving an open message (Common Open Policy Service or COPS 
message), wherein the open message identifies a node operable to receive notification 
messages (decision message or DEC), and wherein transmitting the notification message 
comprises transmitting the notification message to the identified node (col. 4, lines 49-63). 

Consider claims 3, 11, and 19, Ong shows the method, the apparatus, and the system 
wherein the open message identifies a hold time for which the open message is valid (col. 5, 
lines 20-23). 

Consider claim 4, 12, and 20 Ong shows the method, the apparatus, and the system 
further comprising receiving keepalive messages from the identified node, wherein the 
keepalive messages indicate that the identified node is still operable to receive notification 
messages, and wherein transmitting the notification message comprises transmitting the 
notification message to the identified node based on whether a keepalive message has been 
received within a predetermined time period (col. 1, lines 36 - 47). 
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Consider claim 5, 13, and 21, Ong shows the method, the apparatus, and the system, 
wherein each keepalive messages identifies a hold time for which the keepalive message is 
valid (col. 1,46- 50). 

Consider claim 6, 14, and 22, Ong shows the method, the apparatus, and the system, 
wherein determining a filter status of the call comprises determining a filter status of the call 
based on at least one of a calling number associated with the call, a called number associated 
with the call, a network address associated with the call, and a carrier associated with the call 
(col. 6, claim 9). 

Consider claim 7, 15, 24, and 28, Ong shows the method, the apparatus, and the system 
for tracking telecommunication services comprising: receiving a request message from a remote 
node, wherein the request message includes a call identifier; determining an acknowledgement 
message (decision message) to the remote node, wherein the acknowledgement message 
identifies the filter status and wherein the acknowledgment message conforms to a protocol that 
primarily communicates tracking information (col. 4, lines 56-63). 

Consider claim 8, 16, and 25, Ong shows the method, the apparatus, and the system, 
wherein determining a filter status associated with the call identifier comprises determining a 
filter status of the call based on at least one of a calling number associated with the call, a called 
number associated with the call, and a carrier associated with the call (col. 6, claim 9). 

Consider claim 23, and 26, Ong shows the system, wherein the filter node comprises one 
of a plurality of filter nodes (col. 3, lines 50-55). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

6. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102 (a) as being anticipated by Cao, Ha, 
Padmanabhan, Yuan, and Tran (Call Filtering And Tracking in IP Telephony, August 13-15, 
2003, Proceedings of the 7 th IASTED International Conference, Honolulu, Hawaii, USA). 

Consider claims 1, 9, 17, and 27, Cao clearly shows and discloses a method, an 
apparatus, and a system for tracking telecommunication services comprising: a network 
interface operable to receive a call, wherein the call includes a call identifier (Abstract); a 
memory operable to store a filter list, wherein the filter list identifies filter statuses associated 
with one or more call identifiers (page 134, 2.1 filtering criteria for cal-based filtering and 
tracking); a filter node operable to: receive a call, wherein the call includes a call identifier; 
determine a filter status of the call; and transmit a notification message to a network node, 
wherein the notification message identifies the call identifier and the filter status of the call and 
wherein the notification message conforms to a protocol that primarily communicates tracking 
information(page 137, 3.2.1 Enhancement on existing VoIP protocols) ; and a plurality of 
network nodes, each network node operable to receive the call and to take a filter action based 
on the filter status of the call (page 137, 3.2 End-to-end tracking). 

Consider claim 2, 10, and 18, Cao shows the method, the apparatus, and the system 
that further comprising receiving an open message, wherein the open message identifies a 
node operable to receive notification messages, and wherein transmitting the notification 
message comprises transmitting the notification message to the identified node (page137 and 
138, 3.2.2 IPTT- A New VoIP tracking protocol; figures for format of each message, open and 
notification message). 
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Consider claims 3, 11, and 19, Cao shows the method, the apparatus, and the system 
wherein the open message identifies a hold time for which the open message is valid (page 
138, figure for format of each message, open message). 

Consider claim 4, 12, and 20, Cao shows the method, the apparatus, and the system 
further comprising receiving keepalive messages from the identified node, wherein the 
keepalive messages indicate that the identified node is still operable to receive notification 
messages, and wherein transmitting the notification message comprises transmitting the 
notification message to the identified node based on whether a keepalive message has been 
received within a predetermined time period (page138, lines 5; and figures for format of each 
message, keepalive message). 

Consider claim 5, 13, and 21, Cao shows the method, the apparatus, and the system, 
wherein each keepalive messages identifies a hold time for which the keepalive message is 
valid (page 138, figures for format of each message, the format of keepalive message shows 
"hold time"). 

Consider claim 6, 14, and 22, Cao shows the method, the apparatus, and the system, 
wherein determining a filter status of the call comprises determining a filter status of the call 
based on at least one of a calling number associated with the call, a called number associated 
with the call, a network address associated with the call, and a carrier associated with the call 
(page 134, 2.1 filtering criteria for cal-based filtering and tracking). 

Consider claim 7, 15, 24, and 28, Cao shows the method, the apparatus, and the system 
for tracking telecommunication services comprising: receiving a request message from a remote 
node, wherein the request message includes a call identifier; determining an acknowledgement 
message (request ACK or notification message) to the remote node, wherein the 
acknowledgement message identifies the filter status and wherein the acknowledgment 
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message conforms to a protocol that primarily communicates tracking information (page138, 
lines 2; and figures for format of each message, request, and notification message). 

Consider claim 8, 16, and 25, Cao shows the method, the apparatus, and the system, 
wherein determining a filter status associated with the call identifier comprises determining a 
filter status of the call based on at least one of a calling number associated with the call, a called 
number associated with the call, and a carrier associated with the call (page 134, 2.1 filtering 
criteria for cal-based filtering and tracking). 

Consider claim 23, and 26, Cao shows the system, wherein the filter node comprises one 
of a plurality of filter nodes (page 1 35, 2.2 Call Unique Identifier and Generic Transparency 
Descriptor, lines 1-7). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Amal Zenati whose telephone number is (571)270-1947. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 8:00am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Len Tran can be reached on 571-272- 1184. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 571-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Examiner Amal Zenati 
/Amal Zenati/ 



December 27, 2007 



/Len Tran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4183 



